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Subject: What happened at COCO | Insurance vote results | 
From: 4WD NSW and ACT Inc <office@4wdnow.com> 
Date: 20/06/2023 12:53 PM 

To: <delegate.tam4wdclub @ gmail.com> 


Presidents Report 

Hi everyone, 

What an amazing month it has been, so much has happened. | will start with our 
Camp Oven Cook Off and quarterly weekend. Okay | will admit it was cold, but 
perfect for a fire and a meal cooked in a camp oven. Everyone who participated did 
a fantastic job and hopefully inspired others to have a go next time. Then we had 
the trivia night with nearly everyone joining in. It was a lot of fun as our table never 
stopped laughing. Our team was made up of five different clubs from three different 
regions, a true association, there can be no other reason for us winning with Maggie 
getting annoyed because we had to take the prizes back home with us again. 


We woke the next day to bacon and egg rolls cooked by the local Lions club and 
then on with the meeting. It was great to have a lot of members there that would not 
normally attend, with lunch provided by the Lions club as well it was a great day. It 
was all held in a fantastic hall that sheltered us from the elements. So, a big thanks 
to all that attended and to everyone who helped on the weekend, particularly the 
members of the Dubbo club for providing heat, Rollanda and Steven for the Trivia 
and of course Maggie for bringing it all together. 


The Monday after COCO | was on a plane to Broken Hill and three days of meetings 
with National Parks. This trip included a site visit to Mutawintji National Park on 

Tuesday, this was a remarkable day where we spent time with the traditional owners 
as well as the area manager. It is impossible to describe my feelings from this visit, 
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| will never get over how lucky | am to have the opportunity to experience my time 
with these people. | learnt a lot over the three days that will help me on the stake 
holders committee for the joint ownership of Parks. We had a lot of discussion on 
fire management, both modern and traditional methods and how everything has 
changed since the 2019/2020 fires. Also, a lot of new information on the habits of 
Koalas. Also, we were in Broken Hill, so pubs were visited. 


| came back to a message from Roger Pollett that we have a meeting with Paul Toole 
and two directors from Parks the following week at Parliament house. After this 
meeting which was mainly about Gardens of Stone and the attitude of parks to the 
general public, we felt encouraged, but | guess time will tell. 


Finally last Friday, | attended the National Light Vehicles Modifications Summit in 
Brisbane that was being run by the AAAA. | was there to represent our Association, 
but it was great to meet up with Baydon, the delegate for the National Council. 
Baydon spoke to the meeting and answered questions from a consumer’s point of 
view on aftermarket accessories and modifications, and how they are affected by 
different laws in different states. He did a great job representing Australian 
four-wheel drivers. 


It was a fantastic meeting that highlighted that changing technologies will not be the 
end of our ability to create a vehicle that is safe and better suited to how we use 
them. The changes coming will certainly be presenting challenges but as we get 
used to them and the systems become more robust with time, we will still be able to 
have fun. It is mind boggling what is coming, but we know that these changes will 
save lives and no matter what, that is good news.Well, that was most of my month, 
certainly not one | will forget in a hurry, 


cheers. 
Craig Thomas 
President. 


Affiliation Invoices 
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It's that time of the year again folks. 
Invoices have been emailed on the 7th of June to your treasurer. 
Please contact us if you did not receive it. 
Contact: Tony Ellery on treasurer@4wdnow.com until Friday June 23rd, after that 
date Tony will be unavailable for 6 weeks so please contact Maggie at 


office@4wdnow.com 


Update: Your club details and new committee positions, HERE. 


Remember: your insurance expires on June 30th so please be prompt. 
Please Note: If you mail in a cheque, remember the new PO BOX 328, Seven Hills 


NSW 1730. 


LOST KEYS 


A member has asked if anyone handed in a silver fob key after the quarterly meeting 


on Sunday? 


If anyone has any information on that can they please contact me at 


office@4wdnow.com or by phone 0438 555 387. 


Winners at COCO May 20th and 21st Crookwell 
Lunch 

1St Luke Davies - Black Diamond — Lamb & red wine Stew 
2nd Kelly Thomas — Triple Diamond — Chicken & Veg Soup 
3'4 Cheryl Woods — Macarthur — Lamb Biryani 


Afternoon Tea 

1St Noel Skimmings — Newcastle & District — Pull a part Pizza 
2nd Kelly Thomas - Triple Diamond - Impossible Pie 

3"'d Cheryl Woods — Macarthur — Chocolate Damper 


Overall Winners 

Grand Champion — Kelly Thomas — Triple Diamond 
2nd Cheryl Woods — Macarthur 

3°4 Noel Skimmings — Newcastle & Districts 
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more pics on the benefits website 


TRIVIA 

1st Place - Winner Winner Chicken Dinner 
8 ARB Compact Directors Chairs 

8 ARB Pure view 800 Flashlights 


2nd Place - The Triple D's 
4 ARB Camp tables 
4 ARB Airlocker Chairs 


3rd Place — Yanks Holding Us back 
4 ARB Umbrellas 
4 ARB Camping chairs with Table 


COCO 2023. 


What an amazing turn out for an Association event! 

20 Clubs braved the cold and attended COCO. There were great prizes on offer for 
the best Camp Oven Cooks and the standard was very high. 

There was lots of food samples being handed out after judging and | must say that 
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my favourite was the Lamb & Red Wine stew cooked by Black Diamond's very 
talented Luke Davies. Luke is the one to beat at the event next year. A big thank you 
to the Dubbo 4wd club for making the journey, getting up very early on Saturday 
morning and getting the fires burning for our Cook Off. The Dubbo guys tended the 
fires for us at COCO 2021 too and we couldn't do it without them. 


The fires are the place to be when in Crookwell in May. It was very cold, but 
manageable if dressed correctly. The pavilion with the gas heaters made it very cosy 
for trivia and as Craig already mentioned in his Presidents report our table won the 
first prize. | can tell you that no one was more surprised that me. We are not trivia 
people and have never won a prize before. The Trivia night was fun and | learnt 
some new facts. If we won, it means that anyone can, so come along next year and 
try your luck. It was so much fun. A big thank you to Rollanda and Steve 
Rosenstrauss for their hard work on the questions, marking and presentation on the 
night. 


Quarterly Meeting. 

Not every one that attended COCO stayed for the meeting but with another 8 clubs 
arriving on Sunday morning and another 3 on zoom it was the best turned out 
meeting for a long time. It was an important meeting as we were voting on our 
insurance for 2023/24. 

We had clubs from all of our Regions attending either in person, on Zoom or by 
proxy. Some travelled a long way to be there for the meeting, | think Port Macquarie 
being the furthest away. It was great that there were so many people in the meeting 
as it increased the temperature by a degree or two (it was seriously cold). 


There was an issue with the motion, that was brought to the Committee's attention 
on Sunday morning and it was decided that the motion could not stand as written. 
So the question was "How do we proceed ? Especially as so many clubs had sent a 
proxy so that their voice would be heard on this very important issue. 

There were options available to the committee and they were as follows: 

1) throw out the motion and not vote until the August Quarterly - which would mean 
that we renew with AON in the name of NSW and ACT (policy due for renewal on 
June 30th), or 

2) throw out the motion and the committee decide on the new motion, or 

3) throw out the motion and let the Delegates in attendance decide what to do 


The Committee decided that the right thing to do was to let the Delegates decide on 
the way forward. 

As some new information had come out since the April Insurance newsletter this was 
discussed. Robust discussions were held around the pros and cons of the NSW and 
ACT policy versus the National policy. Finally once discussions were exhausted a 
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motion was proposed from the floor that we vote on renewing the NSW and ACT 
owned policy or not. See "Insurance Update" below in this newsletter to see the 
exact wording of the Motion (full minutes on the website). 


The motion was proposed by the Southern Tablelands 4WD Club (thanks Andy) and 
moved by David Wellham. The motion was good with clear intent. It seemed to 
reflect the thoughts of members in the room. All delegates present approved of the 
amended motion. 


No club abstained from the vote and apart from one delegate that voted no, the vote 
was unanimous for NSW and ACT to continue to hold their own insurance policy. 
This was extremely important to them and happily it coincided with all the proxy 
votes, which couldn't be counted as the motion had changed. It was amazing to see 
almost everyone was united on this issue. 

This vote also gave clear direction to the Committee and they are now aware of 
exactly what you want moving forward. There has been some new information come 
through since the April newsletter and since our meeting in May. Please see "MORE 
INFO" below to understand exactly what that information is about. 


| have leaned that motions are a tricky thing to write and that they should always 
start with "that" and not "do" and | have also leant that they are never as clear as the 
writer thinks they are. 


| won't be writing another motion in a hurry and | now have a great deal of respect for 
those of you that can do it without unintended ramifications. Thank you to the 
Delegates that brought the issue up with the Committee and helped to solve the 
problem. It was good to see that everyone without exception worked on getting a 
motion that everyone was happy to vote on. 


Maggie 


Insurance Update 


Insurance is managed and purchased by the committee for clubs and club members. 
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The clubs then pay a per member fee for insurance which is detailed in the affiliation 
invoice. 

There was a motion on notice at the May 2023 Quarterly meeting regarding 
insurance to give direction to the committee on insurance from 1 July 2023. 


The delegates agreed that the wording of the motion on notice did not follow the 
general rules for motions. It started with ‘Do’ instead of ‘That’ and votes might not 
have allowed for the outcome as described in the notes in the newsletter when the 
motion was sent to member clubs. 


As Chair of the meeting | stated that | would not allow the proposed motion to be 
moved and called for discussion regarding insurance. | also clarified to delegates 
that under the rules of the constitution the committee had the authority to arrange for 
insurance but to be completely transparent they were asking the member clubs via 
the delegates at the meeting for a direction regarding insurance. 


After discussion a delegate present at the meeting moved the following motion. 


MOTION: That the members of 4WD NSW and ACT Inc give the 4WD NSW and ACT 
management committee approval to renew the current AON policy for 23/24 owned 
by 4WD NSW and ACT Inc. 

Moved: David Wellham Seconded: Tony Ellery 

Speakers for and against the motion. 

Vote: For 40 Against: 3 

The motion was carried. 


The motion was debated and put to the meeting. The motion was passed with 40 
votes for the motion and 3 votes against the motion. The vote was from clubs 
present at the meeting and clubs attending on ZOOM. The proxies were not included 
in the vote as they gave a voting direction on the motion on notice. 


If you have any comments or questions, please email the office. 


David Wellham 
Returning Officer 
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MORE INFO... 

More information on the National Policy has come in since my last newsletter. Some 
of this was discussed at the Quarterly but more info has come in since then. 

It's not really relevant now because the vote has been taken and we are staying with 
our NSW/ACT owned policy however | am updating you one last time. 


Maggie's Question to Affinity 

Are clubs able to insure their events under the National Policy if their events are 
outside “regular 4wd activities” i.e. they involve the general public, or have 
competition where speed is a factor, or where tickets are sold to the event? 
Answer from Affinity 

The current liability policy covers the sanctioned activities of the Association. When 
the renewal of the national policy is conducted each year — a list of approved 
activities is declared to the insurer and in conjunction with event numbers and the 
premium is calculated by the insurer. If additional activities outside of the regular 
4wd activities are to be conducted they need to be declared to the insurer after 


passing the associations internal risk review processes. As the national 
policy is shared between all clubs and states, the association must consider if 
the additional events outside of “regular 4wd” activities may havea 


detrimental impact on the affordability and availability of a national policy. If 
required the insurer may charge additional premium. 


National Question to Affinity 

There is a suggestion that the State Insurance Officer (SIO) could contact Affinity 
Insurance Broker (AIB) with questions raised by clubs but there would need to be a 
proviso that the sub-committee & national coordinator be copied in on any contact — 
is AIB OK with this? 

Reply from Affinity - Yes. Worth noting, standard practice is to have the questions 
raised via clubs to the states and then referred through the national office. This is to 
ensure that responses are provided with the operational considerations of the 
association. Any response to a question from the SIO would still need to be 
formulated with the national office to ensure consistency. If the Council 
reconvenes the Insurance sub-committee (to replace or expand the working 
group) the SIOs can raise any issues at a sub-committee meeting and the 


national coordinator can take this to the broker for clarification/response. The 
broker has offered to attend an SIO meeting if required to facilitate prompt attention 


to any issue. This ensures that the Council has a consistent approach and maintains 
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the best cover for all concerned. 


Policy Cost 
There is still no price on the policy, we haven't been told if the quote has been 
received. There is a meeting soon so we may be told then. 


Member to Member Cover 

| was under the impression that the National/Victoria Policy did not include Member 
to Member insurance. I was wrong. | have done some homework and asked for 
confirmation and it appears that the policy does include Member to Member, it is 
called "Cross Liabilities" instead of "Member to Member" which makes it difficult to 
find. But it is there. 


Maggie Thomas 


Oxy Pe 
Ann ye" 


The South Coast 4WD Club Celebrates its 50!" Anniversary. 
The South Coast Four-Wheel Drive Club is the oldest continual member of 4WD 
NSW and ACT Inc. 


On Sunday 4" June over 90 current and former members joined in the 50" 
Anniversary celebrations over lunch at Figtree Sports. 

The Club was formed in April 1973, initially with 16 members, however the Club’s 
popularity ensured many new members were keen to join in the fun, whilst learning 
invaluable four-wheel driving safety skills, as well as ‘treading lightly’ on places far 
and wide that the Club has visited over the last 50 years. 


Donald Kowalczyk, the Club’s President welcomed everyone and thanked them for 
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coming, especially some of the Original Members, Past Presidents, Life Members 
and the President of 4WD NSW & ACT, Craig Thomas, and his wife Maggie. Due to 
health reasons, Maree Batcheldor, a much-respected Life Member, was unable to 
travel from her home near Wagga Wagga, however her daughter, Tracy and family 
attended in her honour. 


A Club Member, Alana Brown cooked and decorated the impressive 4-layer white 
and chocolate mud cake, especially for the occasion. 

In recent years the Club has run trips to a wide range of places including the 
Simpson Desert, Cape York, Victorian High-Country, Arnhem Land, Kakadu NP, Hay 
River Track, Darling River Run, Arkaroola, Googs Track and Maralinga. Other 
activities are the annual Observation Trip, Funkana and Cookout Weekends. 

Driver Awareness Training is held over one weekend every March and September at 
Shallow Crossing Campground, on the Clyde River. Recovery techniques are 
explained by experienced trainers and all new members have an opportunity to see 
what their 4WD and they can do. 


South Coast 4WD President, Donald Kowalczyk, on right 
Life Members from LHS, Adrian Robinson, Brad Southall, 
Tracy Giradot (standing in for her mother, Maree Batcheldor) 
and Russell Sale. 


Warm regards, 
Leonie Parsons The Editor 
South Coast Four Wheel Drive Club 


A big thank you to the South Coast 4WD Club for the invitation to Craig & myself. 
We met some wonderful people at the event, both old and current members. It is 
easy to see why this club is so successful. Congratulations on a great club. 
Maggie 
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Adventure Show Eastern Creek 
September 8th 9th and 10th 2023 


Put it on your trip calendar now and start your plans for a Club or Region stand. 
We do have many enquiries for Southern Ranges, Central West and the Hunter so 
set up a stand and you can handle these enquiries directly. 


The Volunteer (www.4wdnow.com) is now OPEN so please register so we can set 
up a meeting for you. 

Booking portal is OPEN to register for a Free Club or Region 

stand. (www.4wdnow.com) 


Is it legal for passengers to drink alcohol in a car? 


Is it illegal for passengers to be in your car while drinking alcohol? Can you get in 
trouble for it? It depends on where you live and where you are in the car. 


Anyone who has played the role of the designated driver will know the feeling — 
you're driving a friend somewhere because they’re in no state to, but they insist on 
bringing a drink with them for the drive. 


e In some states it’s perfectly fine to have a drink while someone else drives 

e Other states take it seriously — no alcoholic drinks allowed in the car at all 

e Yes, that means “tradie roadies” after work may be allowed... depending 
where you live 


Is it illegal for passengers to be in your car while drinking alcohol? And can you get 
in trouble for it, as the driver? It depends on where you live and where you are in the 
car, because it may be okay in some situations and locations, while in other 
jurisdictions the penalties may be severe. 


For example, in Victoria, the law states that “you must not drink alcohol, even if your 
blood alcohol concentration stays below your legal limit while driving a motor vehicle 
or sitting beside a person who is learning to drive”. 


In Victoria: “Passengers are not prohibited from drinking alcohol in a vehicle. 
However, it is advised that passengers do not engage in drinking, as drunk 
passengers could distract a driver.” 


In New South Wales there is no law that states that passengers must not drink 
while in a car, and nor is there any apparent rules for drivers when it comes to 
carrying passengers who have been drinking, are drunk, or are still drinking. 


A NSW Courts website states that alcohol in cars legislation “only refers to drivers, 
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so there is currently no restriction on passengers drinking alcohol while in a car”. 
But, if you’re planning on taking public transport (train, bus, ferry or even taxi) you 
are not allowed to consume alcohol while riding — and you’re not allowed to be in 
possession of an open container of alcohol. It’s worth abiding by that rule — you 
could be fined up to $1100. 


South Australia doesn't have a specific note in its state legislature about 
passengers drinking in a car. 


In Queensland, Police Media has stated on public sites that drivers can “receive a 
fine for consuming liquor while driving, and passengers can also be fined for 
consuming liquor in a vehicle as it is deemed a public place”. 


In Western Australia, passengers and the driver can be fined up to $2000 for 
drinking. This applies to vehicles, including party buses! WA Police posted a warning 
of such on Facebook in 2021: “Don’t make your trip on a party bus more expensive 
than you planned. You cannot drink alcohol in any vehicle on a road, unless it’s 
licensed or exempted. If you do, both you and the driver can be fined $2000.” 


The Northern Territory does not appear to have specific rules around drinking in a 
car as a passenger, but it does suggest that, if you’re planning to drink, “you should 
plan how you will get home, stay overnight or arrange a Sober Bob”. If you’ve never 
heard of a Sober Bob, you might have heard of a designated driver (dezzy driver) or 
Sober Sally — someone who is willing to get you home safely. 


Both WA and NT have rules for where alcohol is allowed to be consumed, and where 
it can be transported to, too. There are multiple “dry communities” in the remote 
areas that are alcohol-free zones — and that includes alcohol you might have in your 
car or caravan, and big penalties may apply. 


Tasmania and the ACT also have laws around alcohol in cars — it’s not allowed to 
be consumed by the driver or passengers, and you’re not supposed to have open 
alcohol containers (so, no long-necks or tinnies in the cup holders) in the car at all. 


Not intended as legal advice. Check with the relevant roads authority in your 
state or territory. 
Reprinted with thanks to 


CarExpert 


Research, buy & sell with confidence 


JUST IN CASE YOU MISSED IT..... 
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POSTAL ADDRESS 


There are not many clubs that still use cheques to pay affiliation fees. Only 11 in 
2022. 


PO BOX 835 has not been renewed this year. 
For the few clubs that prefer to post a cheque you still can. 


Please use 4WD NSW and ACT Inc. 
PO BOX 328, 
Seven Hills NSW 1730 


This is the Clever Postal address and | empty it everyday, | also use it for the ACMC 
CVS processing, so one box for everything. 
This will save money, time and confusion. 


Need a ZOOM meeting? 

Do you need a zoom meeting for your club? 

You are welcome to use the Association account. 
Please email Maggie with date, start time and duration. 


office@4wdnow.com 


This newsletter is written using information provided by relevant parties. 

If | write something that mentions "me or I" and there is no signature 

after it then it is a message from me. 

If you would like something to be added on behalf of your club 

please email office@4wdnow.com. 

Anything can be included as long as it's club based and for the benefit of clubs. 
The newsletter is monthly (about the first of each month) but we can do an 
extra "special" if there is something that is important that we missed. 

- Maggie Thomas. 

Copyright © 2023 Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT inc, All rights reserved. 

You have received this email as you are a DELEGATE to Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT Inc 


Our mailing address is: 

Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT inc 
PO Box 835 

Seven Hills, NSW 1730 

Australia 


Add us to your address book 


Want to change how you receive these emails? 
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